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The ACARTS Picnic 


The ACARTS Annual Picnic will be on 
Saturday the 9th. Jim and Corrine Boyer 
have graciously offered their home for 
this years event, which is at 3031 Wil- 
derness Rd, just North of Dupont Road and just West of I-69. 
We will start gathering at about | PM and eating around 1:30 to 
2 PM. All local hams, whether ACARTS members or not, are 
welcome to join us. Please send Jim an email at 
KB9ITH@ARRL.NET and let him know how many will be at- 
tending. The club will be supplying the meat and drinks, and 
everyone is asked to bring a dish to share. 
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Flood Related Communications Activities 


Since the Allen County Emergency Management Agency 
did not activite for the flood in early July, our involvement 
was minimal at the start of the high water, but on Wednes- 
day, 7/9 we received a call from the Salvation Army to 
assist with their activites, which primarily consisted of pro- 
viding food and water to the sandbaggers and to people 
that were displaced by the water. Wednesday evening and 
Thursday we provided radio links between the Salvation 
Army headquarters on N. Clinton St. and sandbagging op- 
erations at the City Garage, Wal Mart in Decatur, and at 
other locations, along with keeping track of 3 mobile can- 
teens. Friday, operations tapered off to just having the 3 
canteens roaming the flooded areas and our support ended 
Saturday. 17 operatiors worked a total of 133 hours during 
these 3 days. Those who worked included N9TB, N9SHRA, 
KD/7GT, K9WJ, WD9HIL K9DJS, KB9YKU, KDBTGK, 
KB9PCF, N9IYI, K9HDS, KB9RH, KB9OLDU, 
KBOWWN, NORYI, KBONNT, and N9ADS. 


Thanks to all. 


Howard, N9ADS 
Allen County Emergency Coordinator 


Allen County HamNews is a monthly joint publication of the Fort Wayne 
Radio Club (P.O. Box 15127, Fort Wayne, IN) and the Allen County Ama- 
teur Radio Technical Society (P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN). 


Please send any articles, corrections, for sale notices, etc. to the editor, 
Victor Guess, WB9UZA, wb9uza@arrl.net. Please put “for newsletter” 
in the subject line. Text should be plain ASCII, graphics should be JPEG 
or GIF. For those computer impaired: snail mail to 3311 Sanibel Drive, 
Fort Wayne, IN, 46815-4755. 


Deadline for September issue is 9/5/2003. 
Please do NOT send anything in all caps!! 


Internet Home Pages: 
Fort Wayne Radio Club: 
http://www.fortwayneradioclub.org 
ACARTS: 
http://www.acarts.com 
Ft Wayne DX Association: 
http://www.qsl.net/fwdxa/ 
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President’s Corner 


The 2003 calendar year is one half 

over. Wow, what a busy year it 
has been so far and we still have 

a lot of activities yet to go this 
year. 


First, though, I want to thank the 
members of the Indiana Tech faculty and staff that 
came to our July general meeting and gave us an 
excellent presentation on their rocket launch with 
an ATV camera on board. They had video from the 
ground watching the rocket and, of course, there 
was video from the rocket as it ascended and de- 
scended. In addition they brought the rocket and 
their home brew circularly polarized receive an- 
tenna. The presentation was a lot of fun! Thanks 
again! 


For the August general meeting we will have our 
annual tailgate hamfest in the church parking lot. 
The meeting is scheduled for Friday August 15th. 
The Good Shepherd United Methodist Church is at 
the corner or Vance Avenue and Reed Road across 
from Snider High School. We will start setting up 
at 6:00 PM with an official start time of 6:30 PM. 
This is an informal Ham Radio tailgate hamfest. 
There is no cost to anyone and we have been get- 
ting 50 to 60 people each year that we have done 
this event. This is a good opportunity to buy and 
sell. There will be everything antennas to rigs. Make 
sure you come out and join us. This is also a great 
opportunity to see some old friends. I guarantee ev- 
eryone will have a good time. 


There were a couple of items that were not covered 
at the July meeting because we ran out of time. One 
was the video that we took at field day. I will plan 
on having a monitor with the field day tape playing 
at the August tailgate hamfest. Whether you made 
it to field day or not stop by and take a look. 


The other item we didn’t cover was the proposal 
for anew controller for the 146.94 repeater. As some 
will remember, several months ago the FWRC 
board voted to recommend to the general member- 
ship that we upgrade the controller for the “94”. I 
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will put together an article for the September news- 
letter with a lot more details. Because I want to 
make sure that we have sufficient time to discuss 
this proposal, I decided to make the September 
meeting a repeater controller discussion. We need 
to discuss completely before we vote. 


The existing controller does not give us the oppor- 
tunity for voice messages for upcoming club ac- 
tivities. In addition the existing controller is out of 
production. On the other side of the issues, the ex- 
isting controller is working and is no additional cost 
to the club as long as it continues to work. Look for 
the full article in the September newsletter. 


One other item for the September meeting will be 
nominations for the October elections. Start think- 
ing now about serving on the FWRC board for 2004. 
This is a great way to get to know other members 
in the club, help plan the club future, and generally 
have a good time. 


Tom / N9STB 


Next Meeting: 


Tailgate Hamfest 


Fri, Aug. 15, 2003, 6:30 PM 
(setup 6:00 PM) 


ance Ave’ 


State Blvd. 


Sy 
Good Shepherd 
yA U.M. Church 


Hobson Rd. 
Coliseum Blvd. 
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Fort Wayne Radio Club Minutes 
18 July 2003 


The July 2003 meeting of the Fort Wayne Radio Club was 
held at the Good Shepherd United Methodist Church with 
President Tom Baker as the host. There were about 17 per- 
sons present. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


The minutes from the June meeting were read and there 
were no corrections. 


Treasurer Bob Streeter provided a status of club finances 
as follows: As of 18 July 2003 the club had a year-to-date 
income of $3,885.61 and expenses of $3,865.21. Its assets 
included $53.00 in cash and $7,211.57 in Cashing/Check- 
ing. Total assets, including the estimated value of club prop- 
erty, were $11,414.57. 


Tom Baker provided an assessment of our Field Day activ- 
ity. He thought that in general the weekend went well. No- 
body got hurt, we didn’t get flooded out or eaten alive by 
mosquitoes or other creatures, the generator and new power 
distribution system seemed to work well, and the Saturday 
evening chicken roast was great. He noted that the logs 
were about ready to be forwarded to ARRL and would show 
a total of 466 CW contacts, 21 digital contacts (from the 
GOTA activity) and 646 phone contacts. This represented 
3240 points augmented by an additional 700 bonus points 
from various Field Day activities for a total of 3940 points 
claimed. While this total is down somewhat from last year, 
it’s not surprising as the bands were pretty much dead for a 
good part of the F.D. weekend, so we are probably on a par 
with what other clubs experienced. There were photos in 
the newsletter, and videos taken during the weekend will 
be shown at an upcoming club meeting (probably during 
the tailgate Hamfest in August). 


Clint Stedge reported on the July Foxhunt. Tom and Dan 
Baker were the fox and they hid out at the end of Yoder 
Road were it meets Interstate 69 just behind the GM plant. 
Tom said they were out in the wilderness with no living 
creatures around them (except for about 100,000 hungry 
mosquitoes) who convinced them to retreat inside of their 
jeep for most of the evening. Given the torrential rains that 
had plagued the area prior to the foxhunt, most of the 
foxhunters were slightly seasick from having to drive 
through all of that water. None-the-less, Carl Rittenhouse 
and Dave Evans were the first to corral the fox followed by 
the team of Jim & Ann Pliett and Al & Carole Burke. They 
in turn were followed by the team of Kim & Jim Machamer 
and Clint Stedge, and finally by Woody Woodbury and his 
son. The entire crew retreated to Steak’ N-Shake for the 
ceremonial post foxhunt reward and gorging. (I had a first 
class chocolate malt). 
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Tom Baker and Carole Burke reported that most of 
the chicken remaining from the Port-A- Chicken 
event had been sold as aresult of the chickens used 
at Field Day and from sales to various club mem- 
bers. (The unsold chickens were frozen and stored 
in several club members’ freezers). As a result the Port-A- 
Chicken initiative was in the black as far as club finances 
are concerned. Any remaining chickens will be offered for 
sale at the tailgate hamfest in August. 


NEW BUSINESS: 


Tom Baker announced that the August Tailgate Hamfest 
would commence in the Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church parking lot on Friday, 15 August with setup start- 
ing at 6:00 p.m. and the tailgate starting at 6:30 p.m. Tom 
is planning to have a looping video of the Field Day activi- 
ties running out of his Jeep. Bring all of the stuff you want 
to sell so that club members can once again trade the con- 
tents of their basement / shacks at this annual event. 


Tom Baker noted that Board Member Chad Beach had sub- 
mitted his resignation due to the fact that he had taken a 
job in Dayton and would soon be moving. As this resulted 
in a vacancy on the Board a motion was forwarded to fill 
the empty position. Clint Stedge nominated Brian Jenks, 
N9RYI to fill the position, and Brian was voted into the 
position by acclimation. 


Tom Baker noted that the Board had previously recom- 
mended that the 146.94 controller be replaced due to the 
fact that it was obsolete and was no longer supported by 
the manufacturer. A specific recommendation involving a 
CAT controller had been developed that would provide for 
a state-of-the-art controller with expanded announcement 
(messaging) capabilities along with other functional im- 
provements. Tom will provide a description of the proposed 
new controller along with it’s capabilities in the August 
newsletter and it will then be the subject of the September 
club meeting with the intention to vote on it’s implementa- 
tion, up or down, at that meeting. 


Joel Esslinger and a crew from the Indiana Institute of Tech- 
nology provided a video presentation of their launch of a 
rocket carrying an ATV camera and transmitter from a stu- 
dent field trip to the NASA facility at Cape Kennedy last 
spring. We got to see the launch from the ground, and also 
from the camera mounted in the rocket as it left the pad 
and accelerated through the boost phase, rocket separation, 
and parachute decent back to the ground. A very good pre- 
sentation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Al Burke, WB9SSE 
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President’s Message 
A reminder to all that this 


"] month’s general meeting is the 
AC-ARTS picnic. The club 
1 will provide the meat and 


drinks. Bring your favorite 

side dish to share with every- 

one. The picnic will be held at 
the QTH of Jim Boyer, KB9IH. See the article 
for more details and a map. 


We are a few steps closer to getting our club 
station at Turnstone on the air. For last month’s 
program we had an antenna party. We put up a 
vertical, and a dipole. We did it as simple as we 
could do it. The vertical was ground mounted, 
and tie wrapped to a fence to support it. We still 
have to attach a few radial wires to it. The di- 
pole is attached up in a tree on one end, and a 
fence post on the other end. We are going to get 
some PCV pipe to raise the dipole in the center 
at the feed point, and at the fence post. This will 
be done as soon as we have the antenna wire 
box moved to our new room. We had to battle 
mosquitoes, and look out for poison ivy or oak 
that was growing around the fence. Some of the 
mosquitoes were big enough that they required 
aircraft collision lights, HI HI !!!. 


And now it is time for another installment of 
Computer Man. I upgraded my computer to an 
Athalon class machine. I bought a new Athalon 
motherboard and processor at the Indianapolis 
Hamfest. I had to transfer everything to my new 
board. My plan was to use Copy Commander 
to copy the contents of my small old hard drive 
to my new 40GB drive. But, it did not work like 
advertised. The program said I had a one drive 
system when the BIOS is recognizing two 
drives. I had to do it as a fresh new install. The 
utility that comes with the hard drive detected 
no errors on the drive when I ran the test. But, 
when Windows was preparing to install and ran 
scan disk, it detected some bad sectors. I had to 
sit and answer “ Fix It “ for 200 clusters. It took 
about two hours to do this. At least it was at the 
very end of the hard drive. 
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I also signed up for 


i] 
Comcast Internet, but | 
have yet been able to el a as 
use it. I keep getting a ivan. + 7a 
unable to display page BF ae ae 
error. I disabled my a “8 
firewall to make sure ; 


that this was not the f 
cause. I called Tech 

Support, and they 

were unable to detect a signal from my modem. 
My modem does detect a cable signal, and my net- 
work card is installed and working properly. I had 
an appointment for a service call and told them 
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Meeting Schedule 


All meetings are at 7:30 PM at Turnstone 
unless otherwise noted. 


ACARTS Picnic: Sat., 8/9/2003, 1:00 PM, 
QTH of Jim Boyer, KB9TH 

NOTE: This will replace our General Meeting 
for August. 


Board Meeting: 9/9/2003 
All members are encouraged to attend. 


Tech Committee: no meeting this month 
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Pres. Msg., Continued from page 4 


that nobody would be there before a certain time. I get 
off work and hurry home to find a message on my an- 
swer machine to find that they had already been there 
and changed some connectors in the cable box outside. 
The whole idea of having them come out was to check 
inside also, and see if the setup was right. I was not a 
happy camper needless to say. I made that very clear to 
Comcast when I called them back because it still did let 
me connect. I rescheduled for another service call, and 
hope that they do not come early again. My computer 
and the room the cable outlet is in are about 35 feet apart. 
Ihave tried different setups. I even put the modem next 
to the cable outlet and ran 35 feet of CATS cable with no 
change. I wonder if anyone else who has gone to cable 
had this much trouble. Well, that’s all for now. 


13, 
Vic, KAOLTV 


July ACARTS General 

Meeting Minutes 

The June meeting was an antenna 
party at Turnstone. A vertical antenna was attached to 
the fence at the south end of the building and a dipole 
was strung between a tree and a corner of the build- 


ing. Feedline will be run after a hole is drilled in the 
building. 


After refreshments, a short business meeting was held. 


The meeting was called to order by Vic, KAOLTV. Vic 
announced that the club picnic would be held at the 
home of Jim Boyer, KB9IH, on Saturday, August 9, 
2003. He stated that the September board meeting 
would be held a week early on August Sth, so that the 
newsletters could be prepared and mailed before the 
picnic. The program for the September general meet- 
ing will be a presentation pf PSK31 by Tom, N9OTB. 


Ken, KB9YKU, suggested getting a J-Pole antenna 
for the club station. A motion was made by Dave, 
WBOUNL, to purchase the antenna. The motion was 
seconded by Jim, KB9IH, and passed by a voice vote. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.. 


Submitted by Dave Lindquist, WOLKH 


NOTE: The July ACARTS Board Minutes were pub- 
lished in the June issue. 
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Amateur Community Responds To 
Potential BPL Threat 


from The ARRL Letter — Members of the Amateur 
Radio community have responded to the potential 
threat posed by Broadband over Power Line (BPL) 
by opening their wallets in a most generous fashion. 
ARRL Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, 
K1IMMH, says BPL has hit a major hot button with 
amateurs, but more help is needed. 


“We’re now up to nearly $193,000 from more than 
3690 donors,” Hobart said as July drew to a close. 
The goal for the special Spectrum Defense campaign 
is $300,000 by August 31. 


Possibly equally significant is the fact that the num- 
ber of donors to the BPL campaign substantially ex- 
ceeds the number of individuals and organizations— 
approximately 1900—who filed initial comments in 
response to the FCC’s Notice of Inquiry (NOD on 
BPL earlier this year. While the deadline for initial 
comments has passed, the FCC this week extended 
the reply comment deadline to August 20 
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/ 
DA-03-2590A1.doc>. 


The League filed a 120-page package of comments 
and technical exhibits <http://www.arrl.org/an- 
nounce/regulatory/et03-104/> on July 7, and it plans 
to file reply comments. 


A form of power line carrier (PLC) technology, BPL 
would use existing electrical power lines to deliver 
high-speed (ie, broadband) Internet services to 
homes and businesses. Because it would use frequen- 
cies between 2 and 80 MHz, HF and low- VHF ama- 
teur allocations could be affected if such systems 
are deployed. Proponents—primarily electric power 
utilities—already are testing BPL systems in sev- 
eral markets. Although FCC rules already allow 
BPL, industry proponents want the FCC to relax 
radiation limit, which could further increase the in- 
terference potential to Amateur Radio operations. 


ARRL Lab Manager Ed Hare, WIRFI, is continu- 
ing his efforts to assess and quantify the effects of 
BPL on HF amateur allocations. Just back from a 
more than 1300-mile trip to evaluate the effects of 
BPL systems now in the testing stages, Hare de- 
scribed the interference he monitored on the HF 
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Accessories to 
Help with DXing 


Carl Luetzelschwab 


KOLA 


This month’s column fo- 
cuses on several accessories 
to make your DXing life easier. 


Knowing about DXpeditions is a big help. The April 2003 
column discussed the various media available to find out 
about past DXpeditions, current DXpeditions, and future 
DXpeditions. There’s printed media (The DX Magazine), 
e-mail media (The Daily DX, QRZ DX, et al), web me- 
dia (NJDXA reflector, et al), columns in our ham maga- 
zines (How’s DX in QST, et al), and Packet Cluster. Re- 
gardless of which media you choose, you'll be informed 
of happenings in the DX world. And you'll get a lot of 
current QSL information, too. 


The ARRL DXCC List is almost a “must” item for your 
DXing endeavors. It includes the DXCC rules, a list of 
countries, prefix cross references (historical information), 
information about the incoming and outgoing QSL bu- 
reaus, a DXCC application form, a list of the current 
DXCC card checkers, and a list of international call sign 
prefixes (to help decipher an unusual prefix). 


Keeping track of your DXCC totals can be done manu- 
ally or electronically in a database. A good manual method 
is to use The ARRL DXCC List. There are many col- 
umns after each entity: Mixed, Phone, CW, RTTY, SAT, 
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and each of the HF bands. Just check off the appropriate 
box when it’s worked. If you prefer to use an electronic 
database, DX4WIN is one of several software products 
available (and it also allows you to keep track of your 
QSLing efforts). 


Aworld map is a helpful item. The ARRL sells a nice 2 ft. 
by 3 ft. map. And Yaesu prints a nice big wall map that is 
given away at hamfests. It’s always nice to see the QTH 
of the guy you’ re talking to. And it’s a great way to learn 
about geography, too. 


If you have a directional antenna, it’s nice to know which 
way to point it. An easy way to do that is to use an azi- 
muthal equidistant map (also called a great circle map) 
centered on your QTH. What’s neat about this projection 
is that all paths from your QTH to a target area are straight 
lines. Thus it’s easy to determine the heading to that dis- 
tant DX station. If you’d like one of these maps centered 
on Ft. Wayne, send me an e-mail at k9la@arrl.net and I'll 
e-mail you an 83K gif file. 


Lastly, it’s always helpful to know which bands and times 
are best to work a DX station. The January 2003 column 
discussed the very basics of propagation, and it also in- 
cluded summary predictions (compliments of the ARRL) 
from W9 to seven geographical areas of the world for 80- 
10 m for all months and for five levels of solar activity. 


Armed with these helpful accessories, your DXCC totals 
should increase dramatically - even as Cycle 23 winds 
down. Good luck in the pileups! 


Severe Weather Notes - July 
Storms/Flooding - by Joel, KB9RH 


Storm spotters were busy the first part of July as waves 
of thunderstorms brought large hail, wind damage, a 
small tornado, and major flooding to northeast Indi- 
ana and northwest Ohio. The active weather was the 
result of a series of disturbances that moved along a 
stationary front that persisted over the area for almost a 
week. 


Mother Nature provided her own fireworks on Friday July 
4. Early in the afternoon, a Severe Thunderstorm Watch 
was issued for our area because of an extremely unstable 
environment coupled with the convergence of air masses 
across northern Indiana. When thunderstorms formed, they 
intensified rapidly, and initiated spotter reports of large hail 
and damage from straight-line thunderstorm winds. 


An embedded F! tornado within the line of thunderstorms 
touched down in eastern Huntington County near Plum Tree 
and moved into west-central Wells County, damaging sev- 


eral farm buildings and high-voltage power lines near Lib- 
erty Center. Just before the touchdown, spotters in south- 
central Huntington County reported 60 m.p.h. winds. 


Other lines of thunderstorms moved through the area from 
Sunday July 6 through Tuesday July 8. The storms early 
Sunday evening resulted in some wind damage reports, as 
well as heavy rainfall. Another disturbance along the front 
brought more storms late Monday morning; again, the main 
reports being wind damage and heavy rainfall. The same 
scenario overnight Monday, and again into early Tuesday 
afternoon. It never seemed to end. A cold front swept through 
the area Thursday July 10 and we finally got some relief. 


However, the main problem turned out to be the heavy rain- 
fall which resulted in major flooding, especially in the city 
of Fort Wayne and in Adams and Wells Counties. Fort 
Wayne received 2.67 inches of rain Sunday July 6, which 
was anew record for the date - but that was just the begin- 
ning. Here are some rainfall totals for some locations from 
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Friday July 4 to Wednesday July 9 as reported by the Na- 
tional Weather Service: 


Station County Total 
(inches) 
Auburn Dekalb 4.21 
Decatur Adams 4.60 
Defiance Defiance 3.24 
Fort Wayne Anthony Street Allen 3.14 
Fort Wayne Roots Gauge Allen 4.02 
Fort Wayne Smith Field Allen 5.71 
Fort Wayne Spy Run Creek Allen 4.56 
Hartford City Blackford 6.90 
Irene Byron Allen 2.99 
Newville Defiance 2.21 
Paulding Paulding 4.98 
Ridgeville Jay 4.53 
Young America Cass 11.76 


The St. Mary’s River at Decatur reached a crest of 26.54 
feet, which broke the previous record set back in 1913. 
The Maumee River at Fort Wayne was predicted to crest at 
just over 21 feet - that compares to over 26 feet during the 
flood of 1982. 


In addition to the storm spotting, radio amateurs were also 
involved in flood relief efforts. More information on that 
operation is elsewhere in this newsletter. 


For most of this time, yours truly was on vacation in north- 
east Ohio, where the situation wasn’t much better. How- 
ever, I did hit the jackpot: while travelling back to Cleve- 
land, I stopped at a rest area south of Youngstown, and 
observed a wall cloud about a mile away. It did produce a 
funnel (which I reported), but after a few minutes, I lost 
sight of it because of the dense foliage in the area. Since 
NWS Cleveland had already issued a tornado warning for 
that county, there were mobile spotters in the area. After I 
called in my report, they positioned themselves to the east 
of my location and continued to track the funnel. To the 
best of my knowledge it did not touch down. Talk about 
being in the right place at the right time! 


Then on Sunday July 20, the Storm Prediction Center placed 
northeast Indiana just outside a “moderate” risk area for 
severe thunderstorms. We were under two separate Severe 
Thunderstorm Watches that lasted from 2:20 PM until mid- 
night. However, by the time the clusters of storms reached 
our part of the state, they had weakened and turned into 
prolific rain producers, resulting in another round of flood- 
ing - especially in the city of Fort Wayne. 


One week later on Sunday July 27th, the scenario was about 
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the same, but rainfall totals were much lower, so there was 
very little additional flooding. 


As of July 28 (the date this article was written), Fort Wayne 
had received 9.80 inches of rain since July 1. It was quite a 
month. 


Out of curiosity, I have been browsing the web pages of 
other storm spotter groups, and jotting down some notes 
which I would like to pass along. Some of these may not 
pertain to our particular situation, but think they are worth 
mentioning: 


1. SKYWARN is not to be used for obtaining general 
weather information. It is only to be used to report heavy 
or severe weather. The net control operators will keep the 
net informed as to what is happening. Listen for a few min- 
utes to hear what condition the net is in, and that will tell 
you what’s happening. If you need quicker information or 
a general weather forecast, please tune to NOAA weather 
radio for continuous broadcasts. 


2. The Net Control sets the net states and allows informal 
transactions when deemed prudent, and courteously dis- 
misses unnecessary traffic when the situation requires. All 
traffic should be cleared through Net Control first. 


3. We ask that you limit your reports to less than 15 sec- 
onds, and only the type of info requested by Net Control. 


4. Nowhere...is there any mention that we want reports of 
“the sun is out here’, or “it has quit (or is not) raining here”. 
If the net control operators want these types of reports, they 
will specifically ask for them. 


5. When relaying reports of severe weather or storm dam- 
age from other nets, it is important that we know the actual 
time that the incident occurred. Please request this infor- 
mation from the originating station. 


6. If available, others can monitor other counties’ activi- 
ties, or become mobile spotters. Remember, personal safety 
is of primary importance; be prepared to take cover if nec- 
essary. 


Since the weather was active in the areas where I was va- 
cationing, I did have the opportunity to monitor several 
severe weather nets, and came away with some ideas that 
may be implemented on our net in the future. I’Il have more 
information if and when any changes are made. 


Thanks to everyone for their reports and efforts this past 
month. 


from Joel KB9RH 
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. For Sale & Wanted 


For Sale: Equipment rack, double 
wide, 44"W, 50"H, 17"D, disas- 
sembled, $40 Equipment rack, desk 
top, 21"W, 16"H, 15"D, $20 QST 
magazine collection 1957 to 1999, $20 
Mike Stein, WB9NOO, 456-6544, 
mstein @ gobroadway.org 


For Sale: 


¢ YAESU FT-707 HF TRANSCEIVER. 80 to 10 plus 
WARC bands. 100 watts output, CW, SSB, 40 watts AM. 
Very rugged, good mobile rig. Excellent receiver with very 
good DBR characteristics. (crystal mixed, ham bands only) 
$300 firm. 


¢ ICOM IC-260A 2 meter Transceiver, SSB, CW, FM. 10 
watts out with 1 watt QRP setting. Mobile size rig. $100 
firm. 


¢ SWAN 250 SSB, CW, AM TRANSCEIVER. 50-54 MHz. 
250 WATTS OUT. BOTH AC AND DC POWER SUP- 
PLIES. Solid state preamp on revr front end. $100 firm. 


¢ TIMEWAVE DSP 599+ DSP audio filter for SSB and CW 
reception. Good noise blanker, excellent condition. $100 
firm ($250 new) 


STEVE NARDIN, WB9ZIY, 260-483-4039 FORT 
WAYNE, WB9ZTY @HOTMAIL.COM 


It was in work- 
Don Coombs, 


For Sale: Heathkit SB 200 HF amplifier. 
ing condition when I stored it. Make an der. 
WA9YCED at donc30@ yahoo.com 


3K Ok ok 


For Sale: Complete mobile sw rig consisting of an SGC 
2020 w/dsp, an SGC QMS-7 auto tuner and a 9' SGC whip 
antenna, all for $800. My cost was $1250 


The SGC 2020 is a single-sideband only transciever with 
variable power up to 20 watts.. My 2020 has been upgraded 
by SGC to the first level of DSP processing which noticably 
reduces noise when it’s enabled (via the front panel). The 
radio has 20 memory settings. 


The SSB receive bandwidth can be varied from about 500 
Hz to 2.7 KHz max. A simple modification of a circuit in 
the radio enables xmit over the entire 1.8-30 MHz band. 
The QMS-7 automatically tunes to the transmitter frequency 
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from (I think 80 meters to 60 MHz in a few milliseconds. 
The SGC whip ant. is 9' long and is built for this tuner. 


I have used the 2020 in my truck as a sw receiver. I had it 
connected to a 9' fiber glass cb ant. The 2020 has amaz- 
ingly good audio and it’s built like a tank. That was the key 
factor in my decision to buy it. 


Complete details on the 2020, QMS-7 and whip antenna 
are available at http://www.sgcworld.com. 


Dave Feustel, N9MYI, at dfeustel @ mindspring.com 


Free: I have two towers. If you know of any one that needs 
them they are FREE. They are 40 footers, free standing. 
People can call or email me. 


Thinks, Bill N9ICE, Landess, IN, 765-934-9967, 
1 gilligan @netzero.net 


K9CR Estate - Ham Radio Equipment 


¢ TS-940S Kenwood +manual HF Xevr 

¢ SP-940 Kenwood Spkr 

¢ MC-60 Kenwood Mike 

e J-38 Key Military Key 

¢ 8 OHMS Dynamic Archer Headphones 

¢ PS-21K - Pyramid +Cords PwrSupply 

¢ TM-733A Kenwood 144 & 440 FM 

¢ PS-123 - Philmore +cords PwrSupply 

¢ TS-711A Kenwood +Manual,cord 2M AllMode 
¢ MC-60 543 Kenwood Mike 

¢ HD-1410 - Heathkit t+manual Keyer 

¢ 21-549B - Radio Shack Spkr 

¢ FT-227R Yaesu 2M FM 

e CM-4700S Sears RoadTracker 40 SSB 

e AR-270 - Cushcraft 144-440 Vertical 

e HF6V - Butternut Multi-band HF Vertical 

¢ 10' Alum Pole, Roof Mount, Side Mount 

e ARX-2 - Cushcraft Ringo Ranger 2M 

* tower: 10' top tower section, (2) 10' mid tower section, 
base in cement with bolt-on base section, side mount to 
house 

¢ IC-751A - ICOM HF Xcvr 

¢ IC-AT-400 - ICOM HF Auto Ant tuner 

e FT-209RH - Yaesu 2M 12W Handheld 


Contact W8ST@ARRL.NET or at 260-672-9737 if inter- 
ested. 


Continued on page 9 
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For Sale, Continued from page 8 


TWO ANTENNAS FOR SALE BY FWRC: 

One HF tri-band yagi, a HY-GAIN TH-5. Three elements 
on 20 , and 15, four elements on 10 meters. Condition is 
fair, most clamps need to be replaced. No banged alumi- 
num. 50 ohm feed with built in Balun. Price is $100. 


Also, a competition class Cushcraft Six Meter yagi. Five 
elements on a 15 foot boom. Gamma match with spare 
matching tube. Built for 50.110 MHz SSB/CW operation. 
Could be modified for FM part of the band, if desired. Price 
is $75. Condition is good. 


Both antennas are on the ground at WB9ZTY's QTH. If not 
sold by Aug 15th, see them at the Tailgate Hamfest. 


NOTE: For Sale & Wanted items will be listed for 2 months only 
unless the ad is resubmitted. If you sell an item the first month, 
please contact the editor so the item can be removed. 


Reminder: Please send changes of mailing address, 
e-mail address, phone #, or call sign to the secretary 
of the club to which you belong. They do not go to 
the newsletter editor. 


ACARTS Secretary: Kevin Crews, KCOBUR, 260- 
492-5782, kcrews2 @aol.com 


FWRC Secretary: Al Burke, WB9SSE, 260-637- 
1989, woffermom @cs.com 
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BPL Threat - Continued from page 5 


bands as “devastating.” Meanwhile, ARRL Presi- 
dent Jim Haynie, WSJBP, and members of the ARRL 
Technical Relations Office staff have been working 
to build the Amateur Radio case against BPL in 
Washington. 


In a recent solicitation focusing on the BPL issue, 
ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, said no prior 
threat has posed a challenge more serious. “The 
threat is as close as the power lines right in your 
neighborhood,” Sumner said in issuing a call to ac- 
tion to all amateurs. “Only by joining forces finan- 
cially will we be able to educate government offi- 
cials quickly and effectively on the impact of this 
new threat to Amateur Radio spectrum.” 


BPL technology already has been deployed in some 
European countries, and amateurs there have expe- 
rienced interference from the systems. Responding 
in part to concerns expressed by its amateur com- 
munity, Japan last year decided not to adopt the tech- 
nology because of its interference potential. 


For additional information on BPL, visit the ARRL 
“Power Line Communications (PLC) and Amateur 
Radio” page <http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/ 
plc/>. Hobart invites donors to visit the ARRL Spec- 
trum Defense campaign page 
<https://www.arrl.org/forms/development/dona- 
tions/bpl/>. 


Regional Hamfests 


Date Location Contact Phone URL or E-mail 

9 Aug 2003 Indianapolis, IN 317-255-3000 lobraicol @comcast.net 

10 Aug 2003 Greentown, IN 765-668-4814 http://www.grantarc.com/greentown.html 
17Aug 2003 Lafayette, IN 765-743-8305 http://w9reg.org 

6-7 Sep 2003 Findlay, OH 419-423-4604 http://www.findlayradioclub.org 

13 Sept 2003 Grand Rapids, MI 616-458-9029 http://www.w8dc.org/swap.htm 

14 Sept 2003 Adrian, MI 517-263-5407 http://www.gqs|net/w8tge 

27-28 Sept 2003 Grayslake, IL 630-628-1501 http://www.chicagofmclub.org 

5 Oct 2003 Goshen, IN 574-291-0252 (7-10 PM) ka9wnr @att.net 

12 Oct 2003 Kalamazoo, MI 269-624-1156 http://www.KalamazooHamRadio.com 
26 Oct 2003 Warren, MI 586-791-4669 http://useca.net 

31 Oct - 

1 Nov 2003 Holland (Zeeland), MI 616-396-2294 w8gcw @arrl.net 


15-16 Nov 2003 Fort Wayne, IN 


260-484-1314 (info) — http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com 


For more complete information go to http://www.acarts.com/hamfests.htm or http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing 
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Test Points 


23-Aug-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 

VAN WERT, OH 45891 


18-Sep-2003 

Sponsor: GOSHEN ARC 

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: LYLE L LONG 

(574)875-8455 

Email: NILL@JUNO.COM 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: ELKKHART COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
GOSHEN, IN 46526 


27-Sep-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


27-Sep-2003 

Sponsor: W5 YI- VEC — WHITLEY COUNTY ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: ROGER L MC ENTARFER 
(219)691-3009 

Email: NSQCL@ARRL.NET 

VEC: WSYI VEC 

Location: 

BASEMENT MEETING ROOM 

101 W MARKET ST - SUITE C 
WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL 
COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 


09-Oct-2003 

Sponsor: GOSHEN ARC 

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: LYLE L LONG 
(574)875-8455 

Email: NILL@JUNO.COM 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: GREENCROFT RETIREMENT CENTER 
HOMAN BUILDING 
GREENCROFT BLVD 
GREENCROFT RETIREMENT CTR 
GOSHEN, IN 46525 
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25-Oct-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


01-Nov-2003 

Sponsor: FORT WAYNE VE TEAM 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: WILLIAM C HALL 
(260)485-3995 

Email: WD9HIT@ARRL.NET 
VEC: WS5YI VEC 

Location: ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
536 EDUPONT RD 

DUPONT BRANCH 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46825 


22-Nov-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


29-Nov-2003 

Sponsor: W5 YI- VEC — WHITLEY COUNTY ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: ROGER L MC ENTARFER 
(219)691-3009 

Email: N9QCL@ARRL.NET 

VEC: W5YI VEC 

Location: 

BASEMENT MEETING ROOM 

101 W MARKET ST - SUITEC 
WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL 
COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 


ECHO LINK Info 


ECHO LINK NODE: 
maintained by: KB9RLW 
Simplex Frequency: 145.700 FM only 
Node number: 16686 
Random connection: dial “O00” 
Hang up or disconnect: dial “#” 
Identify: dial “*” 
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Membership Application for J FWRC - and/or - 1 ACARTS 


Name: 
Street address: 
State: ZIP : 


Email address: 


Phone #: ( ) 


Call sign: 


License class: 


City: 


Unlisted? 0 Yes 


ARRL Member? 0 Yes 
May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster and on our club web site? O Yes 0 No 


Both clubs now offer this newsletter as a downloadable (Adobe Acrobat) PDF file, in lieu of a paper copy sent through the 
mail. For FWRC a mailed paper newsletter is a $6.00/yr. premium. 


How would you like your newsletter delivered? 


0 by snail mail 0 download from web site. 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Dues 
Regular membership OF $15.00 / year 


Family membership ! OF $21.00/ year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 
Associate membership * OF $15.00/ year 
Mailed newsletter OF $6.00 / year 


(Memberships for Jul - Dec are 1/2 the stated amounts.) 


A.C.A.R.T.S. Dues 
Regular membership OF $12.00/ year 


Additional family members ! OF $6.00 / year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 


OO $6.00 / year 


(New Regular memberships are $1/month) 


Associate membership * 


1. Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 
2. K-12 or full time student 


3. unlicensed member 
4. 9 digit ZIP code required for US bulk mail 


Please attach a check (number ) for the appropriate amount and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 


Fort Wayne Radio Club 
PO Box 15127 
Fort Wayne, IN 46885 


A.C.A.R.TS. 
PO Box 10342 
Fort Wayne, IN 46851 


For dual membership, fill out both sides and send 2 checks to either club. Payment by check is strongly encouraged! 


ACARTS Voice Repeaters 


146.880 (-) General use / Skywarn priority 
147.255 (+) General use / Autopatch priority 
443.800 (+) General use 


(All repeaters have autopatch, but 88 has only speed dial emergency #’s.) 


ACARTS Digital Repeaters (digipeaters) 


144,390 (s) APRS - wide 
145.010 (s) General use, NETROM (FWA) - wide 
223.660 (s) BBS use ONLY NETROM (FWA220) - wide 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Repeaters 


Voice: 146.76(-) | General use 
146.94 (-) | General use with autopatch 
146.91 (-) | Autopatch only 
444.875 (+) General use 
ATV: 439.25 In, 910.250 Out, 144.340 Audio & control 


Area Traffic Nets 


(please submit any changes or corrections to the editor) 


IMO: meets nightly at 6:30 p.m. (2330 UTC) on 146.88 
Auburn: meets Mon., Tue., Wed., Thur., Fri., & Sat. at 6 p.m. 
(2300 UTC) on 147.36(+) 


21 Repeater Group: meets each Wednesday at 9 p.m. (0200 
UTC) on 147.150 


Helping Hands Net: Mondays @ 9:00 p.m. 146.94(-) 


Miscellaneous Nets 
Huntington ARES: Saturday at 8:00 p.m. (0100 UTC) on 
146.685 


Whitley Co. / ARES: Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. (0015 UTC) 
on 145.270 (Note 131.8 PL disabled for all nets) 


Whitley Co. Sunday: Sundays at 7:45 p.m. (0045 UTC) on 
444.550 +. (The 146.460 simplex crossbanding from 
both nets has been dropped.) 


Six Meter AM net (informal): Every Saturday night at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 p.m. on 50.580 MHz. 
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Time Event 


8/5/03 7:00 PM FWRC board meeting 

8/5/03 7:30 PM ACARTS board meeting Turnstone Center 
8/9/03 1:00 PM ACARTS Picnic QTH of KB9IH 
8/15/03 6:30 PM FWRC Tailgate Hamfest GSUMC 

9/5/03 deadline for Sep. ACHN items 

9/9/03 7:00 PM FWRC board meeting GSUMC 

9/9/03 7:30 PM ACARTS board meeting Turnstone Center 
9/16/03, 7:30 PM ACARTS General Meeting Turnstone Center 
9/19/03, 7:30 PM FWRC General Meeting GSUMC 

10/3/03 deadline for Oct. ACHN items 


